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tion, and more than anything else disconcerted the expectations
which had been formed of its immediate results.

The days immediately following the capture of Eangoon
were appropriated to the landing and disposition of the troops,
who were all accommodated in houses in the town, in huts along
the roads leading to the Shwe Dagon Pagoda, or in the pagoda
itself. Parties of seamen from the men-of-war, with a detachment
of the Madras European Regiment, were also employed in scouring
the river in search of any armed boats or fire-rafts which it was
thought likely the enemy would prepare. A stockade having
been discovered by one of these parties at Kemmendine, it was
stormed and captured, the enemy leaving sixty dead in the posi-
tion. Detachments were also sent into the interior to try to find
and bring back the population, but without success.

The prospects of the British force at Rangoon were not
encouraging. So impossible was it to procure supplies of any
sort, that the troops were entirely dependent on Bengal and Madras
for every description of food ; a state of things which had never
been expected, and for which no preparation had been made.
In addition to this, the rainy season, so peculiarly unhealthy to
Europeans, was just beginning ; and so far from the capture of
Rangoon, and the two islands, already alluded to, having the
expected effect of making the King of Ava sue for peace, it was
ascertained that he was making active preparations to equip a
force to recapture his lost possessions.

The Commander-in-Chief, therefore, finding that no practical
benefits had as yet resulted from his success, and that, on the
contrary, the jungles which surrounded Rangoon were rapidly
filling with troops from all quarters, saw the necessity of having
recourse at once to bold and vigorous measures. His first object
was to obtain a large number of boats and pilots to take his force
up the Irrawaddy. At that time this river was the principal artery
of communication of the Burman Empire, and it was known that
each village on its banks was obliged to keep up a certain number
of war-boats* It had been hoped that some would have been
procurable at Rangoon which was a city of Pegu, a conquered
state of Burma ; and as the most determined hostility had existed
between these two countries for years, it had been&nticipated, and